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Dear Coaches:








September 9th, 2009
Welcome to a new season for the City of Chicago Math League! For those of you who don’t know already, Doug has taken a new position at the University of Chicago to develop their program in Secondary Teaching for Math and Science. I am excited for a new year of competition, and hope to make the transition as smooth as possible for everyone.
· Registration: We will continue to do as much with registration online and over email as possible. (Please forward this message to any Chicago Public School that you think might be interested!) To register, simply send an email to msoh@cps.edu. If your school registered last year, simply say you plan on participating again; if this will be your first year in the league, give me the names and email addresses of all of your coaches and I will create accounts for them on our website (ccmlmath.org). I will notify you when the accounts have been created. 

· Payment, Forms, and League Information:  On the league’s website, www. ccmlmath.org, you can download the payment form, the league policies, and topic lists. When you are logged in as a coach you can also access copies of contests from the last five years.
· Dates& Locations: 
Meets this year will take place on 10/3, 11/21, 1/30, 3/6, with finals on 4/17. Locations are similar with a couple modifications this year. University of Chicago (Ryerson Hall-rooms TBA) will meet in the same location for all four meets. Due to budget and building constraints in the league this year, those who previously attended the UIC site will have to be flexible and alternate between UIC and Whitney Young High School depending on the contest date (meets 1 and 3 at UIC, meets 2 and 4 at Whitney Young). Due to scheduling conflicts at DeVry, contest 1 will be held at Lane Tech (rooms TBA). We are still waiting to hear if there is a conflict for contest 2, but an email at a later date will let you know the location of contest 2 (3 and 4 should still work at DeVry). Finals will continue to be held at Lane Tech.
· Rule Changes:

The only real change this year is the addition of a Candy Bar team contest at the end of every meet (to encourage team participation and staying for awards). Biggest things to keep in mind that were new changes last year: (1) Meet 3 will not be an ICTM practice meet, where in progress and accelerated students take the same contest, and an 8 Person practice contest is given. Instead, meet 3 will be no calculator, but in progress and accelerated students will take separate contests as they do in all the other meets, and there will be no 8 Person contest. (2) Students who attend all four meets are eligible to come to finals as alternates if they don’t qualify otherwise (all teams can bring six students in each category to finals, and students can also come as alternates if they are in the top 30 in the city in their category).
· Contest Topics

Topics lists are updated and posted on the website.

· Entering student names for contests
Rosters should be entered prior to the day of the contest on the league’s website-especially in contest #1. Also, if you send an inexperienced coach to a meet, make sure they know the user name and password for at least one coach of your school! Changes to rosters can be made at the meet, but it facilitates score entry if largely the roster is up to date a few days before the meet. This also helps us make appropriate numbers of photocopies. Along these lines, keep in mind too that the site has a place to enter student names in general, and then a separate link to move these names to your roster for a particular meet.

Thanks for participating and being patient with me during this transition-I look forward to seeing you over the season!

Melanie Oh Pierce
Director, City of Chicago Math League

Lane Tech College Prep
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